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NEWSLETTER

‘ e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  d o  S h o u l d  b e  W o r t h y  -  o F  g r e a t  m e r i t ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  v a l u e . ’

CONGRATULATIONS

Mrs Atkinson, Year 
10 Head of Care and 
Achievement writes:

Josh’s love of Autograss Racing 
has lead to many successes in the 
sport and numerous trophies. 

His most recent success was in the 
Junior Nationals where he came 
3rd in the country! With many more 

competitions in the coming months 
in England, Wales and Ireland, such 
as the British Autograss Series and 
Junior Nationals, Josh is hoping to 
improve on this outstanding record.

Josh began racing when he was 
just 12 years old. His passion for his 
sport is like nothing that we have 
seen before from Josh. He is a quiet, 
well-behaved young man who looks 
forward to going home from school 

every day, to clean and polish….no, 
not the home furniture, but his beau-
tiful car. He says that he needs to 
check the brakes, the oil and gener-
ally give it a good service in time for 
racing or practice sessions at the 
weekends, either in York or Scarbor-
ough. His parents, Heather and Frazer 
Macleod, have nothing but 
pride for their son and 

AUTOGRASS RACING SUCCeSS
Year 10 pupil Joshua McLeod is one to watch on the racing circuit!

Continued on page 3...
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Key DATeS

SpRING TeRm

22nd February to 24th march 2016

SUmmeR TeRm

11th april - 27th may 2016

6th June - 22nd July 2016

STAff TRAINING 
DAyS

25th & 26th July 2016

INTeRNAL exAm WeeKS

year 7
W/c 13th June 2016

year 8
W/c 6th June 2016

year 9
W/c 23rd may 2016

year 10
W/c 27th June 2016

Last Friday evening we had our first ‘Friends of Woldgate’ 
Parent Teacher Association evening. The Woldgate Big 
Quiz was a great success, with over sixty people attend-

ing, several outstanding musical performances by our pupils, a 
rather challenging set of questions from our resident quiz 
master Mr Sloman and of course, an excellent raffle, with 
prizes kindly donated by local businesses. As well as providing 
an enjoyable evening, the school raised over £372.50 for the 
school to support the Duke of Edinburgh Award expeditions, 

help fund our extra-curricular fixture programme through the funding of 
transport and the creation of a fund to be used by our School Council, for 
further developing specialist facilities for our pupils. I would like to thank 
all who attended and those parents who kindly offered to help support the 
organisation of the next ‘Friends of Woldgate’ event. I’m looking forward to 
the next event, and if you were unable to join us on this occasion, then I hope 
you’ll make note in your diary for our next evening.

This week we were one of a hundred school nationally to receive a personal 
letter from Mr Gibb the Schools Minister at the Department of Education. 
Following our Ofsted, our high standards of attainment and our ranking as one 
of the highest performing schools in the region, he wrote to acknowledge the 
progress made and to congratulate pupils, parents and staff on the excellent 
outcomes. To be recognised nationally, alongside another ninety-nine schools, 
is wonderful news for us as a community and provides recognition of the jour-
ney the school has undertaken to become one of the most improved and high-
est performing nationally. I am especially pleased for our children and my staff, 
as they should be very proud of the school and their accomplishments.

In addition, if a letter from the Schools Minister was not sufficient, we also 
appeared in the Yorkshire Post on Friday of last week, as part of their ‘Top of 
the Class’ feature. Alongside another thirty-six schools in the region, we were 
identified as being one of the highest achieving schools in Yorkshire. This is a 
wonderful accolade and further recognition that our outcomes for our young 
people are now on a par with some of the very best schools in the region; it is a 
pleasure to be ranked as one of the highest achieving.

For me, though, our focus remains on ensuring the very best outcomes for our 
young people this year and beyond. With consecutively high outcomes, the 
challenge for any school is in maintaining strong outcomes year upon year, and 
I know that my teaching colleagues are absolutely committed to ensuring we 
do the very best for our pupils and Sixth Form students, and that we maintain 
and build upon our success. We will continue to ensure, through the very best 
teaching, that our pupils and Sixth Form students meet their targets and excel 
academically. With results that are already some of the very best in the region 
and national recognition for the progress our pupils and Sixth Form students 
are making, we are in a strong place to make Woldgate School and Pocklington 
a centre of excellence for the region. 

I would also like to thank parents for their feedback over the last term, through 
Parent Evening feedback forms, the Ofsted Parent View website, consulta-
tions, letters and telephone calls. I read all of the feedback we receive with 
great care; it is vital for us as a school that we respond to the needs of both 
pupils and parents to continue to improve the quality of care, teaching and 
achievement we provide for our pupils and Sixth Form students. I know that 
I and colleagues have also appreciated the kind words of support we have 
received over the last term – it is much appreciated. Thank you.

 Do have a good weekend.

Welcome

HeADTeACHeR’S WeLCOme

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘TOp Of THe CLASS’
The Yorkshire Post 2016

For the second year running The Yorkshire Post has identified Wold-
gate School and Sixth Form College as one of the highest attaining 
schools in Yorkshire. 

Highest attaining schools are recognised based on the percentage of 
students achieving 5+ A*-C GCSEs including English and Maths in 2015. 

HeADTeACHeR’S 
AWARD

yeAR 7
elizabeth marSden

alicia Sanerivi

yeAR 8
holly bateS

guy duke

yeAR 9
JeSS bancroFt

amy WatSon

yeAR 10
amy FrankiSh

georgia iredale

yeAR 11
Samantha bartley

kimberley mellor

NUmeRACy 
WeeK ReSULTS

Last week registration slots 
were given over to Numer-
acy week. The activities set 

enabled pupils to utilise their 
mathematical skills. This not only 
reinforced the skills that they use 
and develop within Maths lessons 
but also encouraged pupils to 
apply their abilities to different 
situations. The tasks required 
pupils to test their mental maths 
skills, shape building skills, logic 
and knowledge of maths in 
everyday life. All challenges were 
completed with enthusiasm and 
some tutor groups became quite 
competitive! At the end of the 
week, after all elements had been 
marked, the winning form groups 
in each year were as follows:

• Year 7 7LER

• Year 8 8MTR / 8EKS  
(tied in first place)

•  Year 9 9MAC     

• Year 10 10DRO    

• Year 11 11REP     

The TLCI team would like to thank 
all pupils and staff for their partic-
ipation in Numeracy week and 
preparation is now underway for 
a Shakespeare themed Literacy 
week in April to celebrate 400 
years since the birth/death of the 
bard.

spend countless hours on the road 
taking him to the many competitions 
all around the country. Josh is very 
grateful for all their support.  

Josh’s car was specially selected to 
be showcased in the Birmingham 
Car Show. With support from Drakes 
Garage, A Johnson & Son, R Farrow, 
FJH Property Maintenance and his 
engine builder, TBR Race Engines, 
Josh’s car is newly painted and kept 
in top condition! 

The Year 10 tutors and pupils are 
very proud to have such a lovely 
young man in our Year Group. We 
wish him the best of luck in the 
upcoming competitions and we look 
forward to seeing more trophies! 
Like we always say in the Year Group, 
‘Don’t worry, cause everything is 
gonna be alright’.

...from front page.

Congratulations 
Joshua!
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This is an important week for our Year 9 pupils, as they 
submit their Key Stage option choices for the GCSE 
subjects they intend to study over the next two years. 

Over the past few months, our Year 9 pupils have been work-
ing hard in their Careers lessons, learning about different 
career and higher education options, and understanding 
how their options fit into their long term plans. They and 
their parents have also had many opportunities to talk to 
teachers about course content and career and education 
pathways, such as during our recent Key Stage 4 Information 

Evening. Our Year 9 pupils are well prepared and I wish them all the best in 
whatever subjects they choose to study next year.

Key DATeS
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

yeAR 7
11th, 16th & 17th march

geography FieldWork 
trip to mancheSter

yeAR 8
24th march

civil War re-enactment event

yeAR 9
17th march

dove health campaign

mR SLOmAN WRITeS:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

loWer School

DO yOU HeAR OUR pUpIL SING?
Year 8 pupil performed in Les Misérables during half term.

Congratulations and a massive well done to Jasmine Hanley who 
recently performed in Pick Me Up Theatre’s production of Les Miséra-
bles - School Edition at the Joseph Roundtree Theatre in York. We are 

pleased to hear Jasmine has thoroughly enjoyed the experience and has 
caught the acting bug having been inspired by her 

fellow cast and crew. We look forward to seeing 
Jasmine and other budding actors and actresses 

auditioning for the school musical in September. 
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This week it has been fantastic to hear about Joshua 
Macleod’s achievements having had recent successes 
at British Autograss Racing and Junior Nationals. It 

never ceases to amaze me how varied and exciting the 
pastimes of our young people can be, particularly by the 
time they reach Year 10. When talking to pupils, they seem 
to come alive as the passion for their activities outside of 
school shine through. What they don’t always realise is that 
many of the skills they develop within these activities are 
directly transferable into their studies, particularly when it 

come to things such as self-discipline and organisation!

Towards the end of this academic year, our Year 10 pupils will all get the 
chance to take part in a week of work experience. Already I am hearing 
about lots of exciting placements being organised and the range is  simply 
astonishing. Mrs Simpson is the fount of all knowledge when it comes to 
arranging this week so Year 10 pupils need to keep talking to her, particu-
larly if they have any questions. She will do her very best to sort them all out. 
I look forward to hearing more about these placements in the future.

It was lovely to welcome Year 12 and 13 students back in 
to lessons this week, following a busy week of mock exams 
last week. There are now only 8 school weeks remaining 

before students begin their AS and A2 exams, and students 
arrived in Sixth Form on Monday well prepared for the task 
ahead. 

During their Personal Development lesson next Thursday, 
students will receive their Mock Exam results. These results 
will reflect their achievement in this most recent set of 

exams. This will enable students to gain an accurate understanding of where 
they are working now, and what they will need to do before they sit their 
final exams in the Summer.

At this crucial stage in the year, it is vital that our students are working at 
the standard expected of a young, mature adult; with focus, independence, 
initiative, organisation and determination. Attendance and punctuality are 
important aspects of succeeding as a post-16 student, with a direct corre-
lation between attendance and attainment. As such, starting this week we 
will be informing parents by letter where there are any concerns regarding 
student attendance. Please do not hesitate to contact myself or Mrs Bourne 
if you have any queries regarding your child’s attendance, or any other aspect 
of their studies. I have no doubt that with these basics in place, a 
mature approach to study, and the support of the excellent Sixth 
Form staff, our young people will achieve their full potential in 
their BTEC, AS and A2 qualifications.

Key DATeS
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

yeAR 10
14th march

inJectionS

17th march

employer Q&a

yeAR 11
10th march

mock intervieW day

14th march

inJectionS

23rd march

gcSe drama moderation

mS LONGSTAff WRITeS:
upper School

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

mRS LAWSON WRITeS:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

Key DATeS
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

exAmS

10th march

reSultS day

fOOTbALL fIxTUReS

9th march

Woldgate vS malton School

1400 k.o. aWay

16th march

Woldgate vS elliot hudSon college

1400 k.o. aWay
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In addition to fundraising we also act as support at school events; such as by providing tea and coffee at Open 
Evenings, running a bar and refreshments at the School Show, Play or Summer Concert or being an additional 
supporting adult on school trips.

The Friends of Woldgate Committee will meet approximately three times a year to feedback updates on the school’s 
strategic direction, develop fundraising ideas and decide on fund allocations, as we also hope to be able to support 
a range of departments including funding video and digital cameras, equipment for textiles and technology, radio 
microphones, music keyboards, sound speakers and mixers, Duke of Edinburgh replacement kit, PE team kits, compe-
tition entrance fees and donations to help support the work of the students who travel abroad on school expeditions. 
It will also create a point of contact between parents, businesses and the school. 

We have an ambitious goal of raising enough money to acquire a school mini-bus. In addition to frequent PE depart-
ment trips to sporting events it will also be used for a variety of outings including Business Studies visits for Student 
Open Days and Work Placements as well as transporting pupils and students to competitions for different subjects 
and extracurricular clubs. 

To support this vital asset we are launching our new 50/50 Club; members will each pay a minimum contribution of £2 
per month and every month a random selection of winners share 50% of that month’s takings – so the more members 
we have the larger the prize! More than one entry per person is allowed but contributions must be made in multiples 
of £2; each £2 contribution is equal to one ticket in the draw, the more tickets you have the greater your chance of 
winning! 

If you are interested in being part of the Friends of Woldgate or wish to join 
the 50/50 Club please email: terrie.bixby@woldgate.eriding.net

Join the 50/50 Club:

£2 per month

GReAT WOLDGATe QUIz 2016
On Friday 26th February, we held our first Great Woldgate Quiz. 

The evening began with a welcome by our host and quiz master, Mr 
Sloman. A rich variety of cheeses and wine was on offer, together with 
other refreshments. During the contest, each quiz team had to work 

together to navigate a variety of quiz rounds including art and literature, 
history, famous faces, sport and science and nature. During the interval, three 
of our talented pupils each performed a solo song, before singing together, 
a capella, to rapturous applause. 

The event was organised by the Friends of Woldgate with the aim of raising 
funds towards the cost of replacing our computer equipment and networks. 

Thanks to the generosity of our guests, we raised a total of 
£372.50 during the evening. Thank you to everyone who took 
part and helped with the organisation.

The Friends of Woldgate are a group of staff and parents whose 
aim it is to raise funds to support events and activities that make a 
difference to our pupils and students.
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Thank you to the kind 
sponsors of ‘The Great 
Woldgate Quiz 2016’:

• Becky Mackenzie 
Homemade Cakes Ltd

• Burnby Hall Gardens 
& Museum

• Chiropractic Plus

• Langlands Garden Centre

• McDonalds, Shiptonthorpe

• Nisa Service Station

• Sainsburys

• Starbucks

• United Carlton

• Wolds Glamping

mailto:terrie.bixby%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=Friends%20of%20Woldgate


7Friday 4 March 2016 issue 45

	

Don’t forget to help WOLDGATE SCHOOL raise free 
donations. Remember easyfundraising.org.uk every 
time you shop online. 

Join, shop and raise here: 
easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/woldgate-college/ 

Don’t forget to help INSERT CAUSE NAME raise free 
donations. Remember easyfundraising.org.uk every 
time you shop online. 

Join, shop and raise here: 
easyfundraising.org.uk/INSERT CAUSE PAGE ADDRESS 
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If you would like to share pupils’ achievements in the 
community with us, then please feel free to email Mr 
Ben Wall at: ben.wall@woldgate.eriding.net

CARe & ACHIevemeNT 
CO-ORDINATORS

MrS r BoUrne
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

Do you know anyone  
who looks like this? 

They could be at risk of suffering back and  
neck pain from the excessive use of technology. 

Learning how to sit properly and keeping active will help keep 
you healthy and pain free. It is important that parents seek 
help for their children from an expert as soon as any pain 
starts.  If conditions are left untreated it could lead to chronic 
back pain in later life.
 

Call us now to book your FREE posture check

POCKLINGTON: 01759 303289  •  HAXBY (YORK):  01904 766966  •  DRIFFIELD: 01377 252071

www.chiropractic-plus.co.uk

FREE
Tennis!

Pocklington Tennis Club 
invites you to enjoy some

on Sunday 13th 
March 10am – 1pm

www.pocklingtontennis.com

FREE Tennis
try out our 6 astroturf courts

FREE coaching
sessions 
FREE activities
and fun for kids
Chance to win a
FREE year’s Membership.
One lucky winner. Open to all those 
attending on the day.**

NEW racquets to be ra�ed
kids and adult!
Refreshments
Tombola

Why not borrow our equipment and have a 
go?  Racquets and balls supplied – for adults 
and kids! 

All are very welcome:  we’re a friendly, 
�ourishing Club, with around 140 members, 
adult and junior.  And we’re always looking
for new members – of all ages and levels of 
play.  We hope you’ll join us on the 13th to 
�nd out more!**Ages 5-100.  Deadline for entries, 12.30pm on

13th March 2016. Draw will be made independently
at 12.45pm on 13th March 2016. No cash alternative.

Come and meet
the team and enjoy:

mailto:office%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=
http://www.woldgate.net
mailto:ben.wall%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=Newsletter

